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through which some Greeks first became acquainted with
an art less rigid than that of their Geometric vase-painting
and metal work. It is a small-scale pedling trade, in
valuable goods only. When a ship that is little more than
a half-decked whaleboat may remain in one port of call for
a whole year, it clearly would not pay to carry bulky cargo ;
but, as we have seen, slaves, bought or kidnapped, might
form part of the return freight. This sort of trade is usually
in the hands of Phoenicians.1 Particular circumstances,
such as a war in which one was not personally engaged, might
make both these kinds of trade for the nonce abnormally
profitable, as the Trojan war was to the King of Lemnos,
when he sold an aristocratic young prisoner back to his
friends at a profit of 200 per cent,2 or when his folk visit the
Achaians with their ships laden with wine, and take in
exchange (no doubt profiteering grossly) the various kinds
of plundered property of which the sea-raider camp was full.
" Some of the Achaians paid for their wine with bronze,
some with bright iron, some with hides, and some with the
cattle themselves, and some with slaves ; and they made a
noble feast." 3 Such an opportunity was not beneath the
notice even of a king, the son of Jason the Argonaut; the
kind of trade that elsewhere rouses a young prince's contempt
is the small-scale haggling business.4 Business is respectable
if the profit is large enough.
But of more interest to us than either of these is Homer's
one famous reference to the metal trade. " I am bound,"
says Athene when posing as Mentes the Taphian captain,
" for Temesc, for copper, and my cargo is bright iron ",6
The home of the Taphioi is probably round Mount Taphiassos,,
north of the Corinthian Gulf (where they fight with the father
of Herakles in the Hesiodic poem s); and they range east-
ward as far as Sidon, where, like all Homer's trading folk,
they appear in the r6le of kidnappers.7 The Temese of the
Mentes-passage was unknown to the ancient scholars, but
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